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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


FOR INFORMATION, CALL:








Marita Gomez        630-936-9105 (cell)








Joanna Breitstein   917-842-8416 (cell)


I.HUG TO CELEBRATE ITS SECOND ANNUAL BENEFIT GALA AT 
NEW YORK’S HISTORIC NATIONAL ARTS CLUB

NEW YORK, Apr 15, 2009 – The International Help Uganda Grow (i.HUG) Foundation will hold its second annual Benefit Gala to raise funds for the Kabalagala Community Academy,  the primary school established in Uganda to give children of poverty the opportunity to learn. 

The fund-raising event will occur on Tuesday, April 28, 2009, at 6:30 p.m., at the historic National Arts Club, located on Gramercy Park South in New York City. This is the second year that i.HUG Foundation held this fund-raising event.  

 “i.HUG has helped transform children’s lives through education and by giving children the basic necessities, such as food and clothing,” said i.HUG’s president Joanna Breitstein, who along with Co-founders Jane Dicker and Paddy Luzige, will speak at the Gala. “We’re looking forward to sharing the progress—and challenges—in Uganda with our friends, colleagues and supporters.”

The National Arts Club is a national historic landmark. For one evening the club will offer i.HUG guests a rare opportunity to see its exquisite art, breathtaking stained glass ceilings, and other touches of old New York. Guests will enjoy an evening of hors d’oeuvres, wine and cocktails, including a Scotch tasting (courtesy of Balvenie Scotch), and a live performance of traditional African music by balafon (xylophone) virtuoso Famoro Dioubate (dee-oo-BAH’-tee). 

– MORE –

In addition to fashion designers Gucci and Kenneth Cole and jewelry designers Judith Ripka and David Yurman, the following companies have also donated items for silent auction and raffle prizes at the event: 

· Brooks Brothers

· Apple

· Clarins

· Godiva

· Aveda 

· Stila

· HarperCollins (which has offered two baskets of children’s books)

In 2008, the event raised enough money for the Kabalagala Community Academy to provide basic healthcare services for the students at the school.  This year, i.HUG hopes to raise enough funds to deliver its promise to the children of Kabalagala, Uganda—break the cycle of poverty through education and hope.

About i.HUG Foundation 
Established in 2006, the International Help Uganda Grow (i.HUG) Foundation is a 501(c)3  nonprofit organization whose mission is to reach out to disadvantaged and orphaned children in Uganda by providing them with an education, access to healthcare, and an environment that fosters their physical, social and emotional development. To ensure the sustainability of its mission, i.HUG strives to use local resources and to leverage its successes to benefit the entire community. For more information, please visit: www.ihugfoundation.org
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